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Dear Ephraim City
Residents
It is a pleasure to reach out
to you. Thank you for all
that you have been doing
and continue to do to help
our community remain
safe.
Thank you for your patience
with the COVID-19
process. We have now
entered into the “Yellow”
category as a state. This is
great news! I look forward
to us reaching the “Green”
category, perhaps as early as
just a couple of weeks from
now.
Ephraim, you’re doing a
great job; keep it up! As we
enter these new phases, it
will be extremely important
to continue our vigilance
with handwashing, social
distancing, and all of the
other things that have been

Ephraim City continues to
offer all services through
our city offices. The Yellow
category means that our
staff has returned to the city
offices in full presence
capacity. They have worked
hard from home and I
applaud their diligence and
commitment to Ephraim
City. Our city work crews
have never left their posts
and they have been doing
their jobs as normal. I want
to thank each of our city
crew members and each of
our city staff members for
the conscientious ways in
which they have executed
their duties and kept our city
running smoothly.
On May 20th we had our
first in-person City Council
meeting in two months. It
was great to get back in the
saddle and I loved being
with people again. In this
City Council meeting we
were able to swear in our
new Ephraim Youth City
Council members. Man, oh
man, what a great group of
youth was presented before
us. These are the leaders of
the future. Their bright
faces shone with an
enthusiasm for community

service and a diligence in
the truest sense of
community leadership. I
want to give a shout out to
our advisors, Juli Arnoldsen
and Corinne Olsen, who do
such a fantastic job in
advising the council. They
love these youth as their
own; please thank them
when you see them.
On June 17th the Ephraim
City Council will present
the 2020-2021 city budget
for public comment. This
meeting should begin at
6:00 PM in the City Council
chambers. The proposed
budget is on the city
website; I would invite you
to look it over.
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City Office Hours:
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Upcoming
UpcomingEvents:
City Events:
• Scandinavian Summer
Activities/prizes all summer long!
scandinaviansummer.org
• City Council Meeting
June 3, 2020, 6:00 p.m.
Electronic Meeting
• City Council Meeting
June 17, 2020, 6:00 p.m.
Electronic Meeting

Mayor’s Corner
Cont. from page 1

If you have any questions, comments
or suggestions, please do not hesitate
to call or text me. John Scott: 435-851
-6101 or email me at
johnscott@ephraimcity.org. This is
your money and we very much would
like your input as to the emphasis that
we direct that money toward. It is
predicted that our budget will be
seriously impacted by the business
issues because of the change in
taxation revenues brought on by the
pandemic, but we are trying our best to
provide the same services to our
community that we have in the
past. For your safety and convenience,
we will be broadcasting the public
hearing via Zoom and you may obtain
those Zoom codes from our city
website before the meeting on June
17th. Please join us and participate in
this meeting.
As I have met with the other Mayors in
Sanpete Valley, we decided to resume,
at least in part, our summer recreation
programs in June and July. We believe
that we can manage this with the social
distancing protocols advised by the
Governor’s office under the Yellow
category. It’s time we get our kids out
of the house and give them something
to do and look forward to. It’s been so

hard on them and it’s time to get out
into the beautiful outdoors and the
healing sunshine. Again, please look
at our city website, ephraimcity.org, to
see the details for game times and
practices. It’s time, let’s “play ball”!!
I continue to think about the elderly
who may be feeling alone and maybe a
little overwhelmed in their homes, who
do not want to venture out in order to
protect their health. Can I make a
request of you? Please check on
them—a phone call, a text, an e-mail, a
conversation over the backyard
fence. My wife, Valene, is fond of
saying, “We’re all in this together” and
indeed, we are. In these times we do
not want to forget others. We want to
try our best to ensure that those around
us are doing OK. This is the heart and
the spirit of Ephraim. I believe that
sometime in the month of June that our
faith-based organizations will be able
to meet once again, they too observing
the protocols under our Yellow state
advisory. It may be a little different,
but little by little we will learn how to
live with this virus and how to stay
healthy. We are going to deal with the
pandemic the way we have dealt with
others in the past through education,
knowledge and courage.

Ephraim Pioneer Park Project
$62,000 must be raised, most of which will
come from private donations. We need
volunteers, both individuals and groups, as
well as business owners and tradesmen to
donate their expertise and resources!

IF WE ALL GIVE
SOMETHING, WE CAN DO
THIS!
TO DONATE:
Mail cash or check donations to:
The Sons and Daughters of the Utah
Pioneers are sponsoring a project at the
Pioneer Park that will enhance Ephraim
Square with walking paths that connect
buildings and bridges. The Pioneer
Museum will be improved and opened
more often throughout the year and the
cabins will be weatherproofed, but we
need your help.
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Sarah Thomas
120 S. 100 W.
Ephraim, UT 84627
(Checks payable to Ephraim DUP PPP)
Call Debbie Plumber 851-9919, Sarah
Thomas 851-6768 or Micki Oliphant 602793-1734 for information and see Facebook:
Ephraim Pioneer Park Project @ EPPP2020.

One last thought. Samuel Benson, a
BYU student and former resident of
Ephraim City, wrote an encouraging
opinion piece in the Deseret News
entitled, “What Ephraim Can Teach Us
About COVID-19 Preparation.” The
article talks about Ephraim City, and
details our unique mindset, including
Snow College’s future preparation for
the fall in dealing with how to live with
COVID-19. I encourage you to read
it. We stand out as a beacon to the
state of the fair-minded practicality and
resilience in the face of hardship.
Again, this is who Ephraim is. This is
why I love Ephraim and why we have
the best people on the earth as our
residents.
Sincerely,

John Scott
Ephraim City Mayor

SENIOR CENTER
MAY ACTIVITY
THE EPHRAIM SENIOR/
COMMUNITY CENTER WILL
BE CLOSED FOR THE
ENTIRE MONTH OF JUNE.
THIS IS IN KEEPING WITH
THE SOCIAL DISTANCING
MOVEMENT AND IS A
SECURITY STEP IN KEEPING
OUR COMMUNITY CITIZENS
SAFE.
IF YOU HAVE A PRESCHEDULED RENTAL, WE
WILL ATTEMPT TO
CONTACT EACH OF YOU BY
PHONE. IF YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS
PLEASE CALL (435) 283-6666.
WE CAN HOPEFULLY
RETURN TO NORMAL AT
THE BEGINNING OF JULY
2020.
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A Message from Our Council
Tyler Alder

First things
first. I want to
thank the
people of
Ephraim for
allowing me to
represent all of
you. The past
few months
have been
difficult times.
My feelings
are that the people of Ephraim have
stood by each other and made it a
better and safer place to live and raise
our Families.
I want to give a big shout out to our
Recreation Director, Michael Patton.
Michael has been with us for six
months and has done an outstanding
job in the short time he has been
here. With rec sports being put on
hold, he continues to keep the
department going with great ideas. I
encourage everyone to reach out and
meet him. Thanks Michael.
Also, Reece Reynolds has left
Ephraim City to better his future.
Reece was with the City for just over

Online Workshops:
Workshop Wednesday at Home!
Visit our website and subscribe to our
workshop mailing list for virtual
Workshop Wednesday projects and
tutorials for kids and families! Be
sure to share your creations with us
with the hashtag #granaryartskids
Virtual Exhibitions:
As Granary Arts is committed to
highlighting our artists and sharing
their work with all of you, we invite
you to experience our current
exhibitions through virtual tours
available on our website!
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two years and did great things for our
children and the Rec Department.
We had some great candidates apply
for the Assistant Rec Director
position and we are excited to have
Rachel Shumaker with us. Her first
day was May 26. She is a great
leader with a lot of experience.
Ephraim City will benefit from
her immensely.
One of my favorite quotes is from
Ralph Waldo Emerson, "Nothing
Great Was Ever Achieved Without
Enthusiasm." Michael, Rachel and
the Rec Board are excited for great
things coming for our recreation
activities and our city.

Library
News
Starting
Wednesday, May
20, the Ephraim Library began
providing public services on a limited
basis. All services are by appointment
only. Please call (435) 283-4544 to
schedule a 20-minute appointment for
browsing the collection or internet
use. We ask that the numbers in any
group be kept to a maximum of 6 due
to social distancing guidelines.

Re-opening: Granary Arts will be
open to the public starting June, 10th,
2020. We kindly ask that all
guests follow the Governor's "Yellow
Phase" guidelines and wear face
coverings, practice social distancing
measures, and hygiene standards.
EVENTS:
Song Seeds: Digital Songwriting
Workshop & Story Circle
Wednesday, June 17, 7:00-8:30 pm
Join musicians Ashley Hanson and
Brian Laidlaw, from the folk band
The Family Trade, for a conversation
about the craft of songwriting. From
sharing stories about the Sanpete

We will not be able to provide any
seating other than for internet use.
Only two people may use the internet
at a time due to social distancing
guidelines, and internet visits will be
limited to 15 minutes. NO GAME
PLAYING WILL BE ALLOWED
AT THIS TIME. Anyone who
requires special accommodation, such
as using the elevator, should let us
know when making the reservation.
Our temporary hours of operation
are Monday-Friday, 10:00 - 6:00
and Saturday, 10:00 - 2:00.

A face covering or mask is strongly
suggested.
Please do not schedule an
appointment if you have been or are
currently ill, or have been around
anyone who is or has been ill in the
past 14 days.
We look forward to seeing you and
hope that you will schedule an
appointment to come and see all the
new material available.
Watch for information about our
summer reading program coming
soon. Due to restrictions on public
gatherings, we have had to revise our
typical programs, but we think that
you will still be able to enjoy reading
all summer long.

area, they will discuss where to find
ideas - "song seeds" - for musical
inspiration, and talk about techniques
to help these seeds flourish into fullgrown ballads about place.
The Family Trade: Songs-inProgress Live!
Saturday, June 20, 7:00-8:00 pm
Granary Fellows Ashley Hanson and
Brian Laidlaw, from the folk band
The Family Trade, will be livestreaming an outdoor concert on
Saturday night, playing some of their
favorite old songs, and debuting some
of the new songs they've been writing
during their artist residency in
Sanpete.
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City Manager Message
Shaun Kjar

situation before a fire happens than
Finally, with regard to COVID-19,
after it is ablaze. If you know of a
please be cautiously aware of how you
potential issue, but can’t do the work
interact with others. Be kind. Know
yourself, there are companies within
that while we may not have the
our community who can provide that
amounts of cases that other places have
service. Often volunteers are not too
had, that we are all cut from similar
far away either. With a dry year
cloth and an outbreak is possible. We
coming, we want
are all doing the best we
everyone to be as safe
can. City Hall is open
as possible
and many businesses
concerning fire.
are moving back to a
Let’s “Stay Safe” in
more open format. We
Summer is fun!
hope everyone is able
all
aspects
of
life.
But that can change
to be as healthy and
very quickly if there
happy as possible!
is an accident. Young
children should never be
Whether we’re talking about
left unattended near roads. Older
dangers of fire, road or disease, the
children should not be playing in the
measured precautions we each take can
road. Children that are riding bikes
help. We are never guaranteed absolute
need to be wearing a helmet and
safety. Life is not completely
taught how to ride as safely as
predictable. What we aspire to is
possible to protect themselves from
reasonable safety, where we take steps
vehicle traffic and other dangers of
to reduce the likelihood of catastrophe.
riding.
We know that bad things happen, even
Watch out for one another and if you
to the good people of Ephraim, and we
see something, please say something.
hope to reduce the dangers and increase
We’d rather prevent an accident than
the possibility for you to Stay Safe.
deal with the aftermath.

A friend of
mine reached
out to me from
the Philippines
recently out of
concern for
my safety.
Partly because
of reports
they’ve
received there
about COVID19 here in the U.S. and partly because
of a general fear in the world. They
ended their message to me with an oftheard phrase of “Stay Safe” and it got
me thinking about all aspects of life,
not just the pandemic. Here are a
couple ideas based on experiences
I’ve had recently.
Fire season is nearing. We can stay
safe by looking around our homes and
properties for fire hazards that can be
minimized or eliminated. Take
actions to get those things done as
soon as possible. If you would like
help identifying potential hazards in
and around your property, I believe
firefighters would rather inspect a

Recreation
Even with life
being turned
upside down due
to COVID-19, the Ephraim City
Recreation Department has never been
busier! As social distancing
restrictions and recommendations
begin to soften up in the State of Utah,
the Recreation Department is striving
to provide programs, events, and
activities to bring a sense of normalcy
back into your lives. Here is what the
Recreation Department has going on
this Summer!
•

Youth baseball and softball will
happen this Summer. The season
will begin June 8th and go until
July 17th. Games and practices
will be modified in order to
follow the state’s health and
safety recommendations.
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•

The Annual Phil Murray
Sanpete Shootout will be hosted
by Ephraim this year. The
tournaments will be played the
weekends of July 26th and 31st.

•

Mountain Bike Trails - The
Recreation Department has
recently received a grant of
$70,000 to construct over 10
miles of mountain bike trails in
Ephraim Canyon. We are working
with Sanpete County and the local
Forest Service District to
complete this project. We plan on
breaking ground this Summer.

There are tons of things going on here
in Ephraim recreation-wise. If you
have any questions or would like to
learn more about what is happening,
contact the Recreation Department at
(435) 283-4631.

Scandinavian Summer is a Summerlong event that is happening right here
in Ephraim. The purpose of this event
is to keep up with the Scandinavian
traditions that one would normally see
and participate in during the
traditional Scandinavian Festival,
provide activities for the public to
participate in while following social
distancing recommendations, and to
help local businesses during these
difficult times.
Join us for Story Telling, events and
entertainment. Sign up for races,
competitions, tournaments, treasure
hunts, daily activities and prizes!
For information on how you can get
involved with our fantastic
Scandinavian Summer, visit
www.ScandinavianSummer.org

Page 4

