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MAYOR’S
CORNER . . .
with large grant monies and in-kind
work from the Ephraim Recreation
Department, Ephraim City Youth
Council, Ephraim Power Department,
and the Ephraim Public Works
Department, among others. They say
that “many hands make light work”
and this was certainly the case with
this project. We are so pleased with
the way the park turned out and I
would invite you to go behind the
library and check it out.

Mayor John Scott
Call or text 435-851-6101
Mayor’s Corner . . .
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Hello My Fellow Residents!
Greetings. November is here. We
have had our first snowfall and the
temperatures are steadily declining.
It has been such a beautiful fall.
Now it’s on to the holiday season
with Thanksgiving and Christmas,
then New Years. Time marches on
and it seems like we just finished
with summer.
On October 20th we had a ribbon
cutting ceremony to officially open
our All-Abilities Park in Ephraim
City, just behind our City Library.
This park is the first of its kind in
Sanpete County and we are excited to

Recently, I had a delightful discussion
with about 60 residents. I was invited
to have lunch with them and then
speak with many of our single, mature
members of our community; it was an
honor. I opened up the discussion for
any questions, and they certainly
asked questions at a rapid pace.
Perhaps it would be a good thing if I
covered some of their questions and
my answers here:
Question: Do we have enough water
to facilitate the building of the hospital
and the increase in the building of
apartments and condominiums, and
homes? Answer: Yes. We are
presently retrofitting an agricultural
well that will nearly double our well
water capacity for Ephraim City.
Additionally we will be upgrading our
culinary spring piping system coming
out of the canyon. With our
conservation efforts, Ephraim City
actually uses 30% LESS water per
person today than we used 15 years
ago. Also, we are looking for
additional water sources. Future
growth, the hospital, and other
industries have been accounted
for regarding our water needs.
We have sufficient for the next
14 years of projected growth
right now.

Currently there is interest in the
business sector for locating to
Ephraim. The announcement of the
building of the LDS Temple, and the
large purchase of ground by
Intermountain Health has sparked
tremendous interest in Ephraim City.
Right now I am not at liberty to
specify which businesses, but 2023
will feature a lot of exciting additions
to our city.
Question: When will the Ephraim
LDS Temple be completed? Answer:
Building shortages continue to
complicate the construction industry.
However, the timeline that I have
been unofficially given is that the
Temple will be completed in
summer/fall of the 2024.
Question: What is the completion
projection of the Intermountain
Hospital? Answer: The timeline that
the President of the Intermountain
Hospital Board, Dave Parrish, gave in
a Sanpete Messenger article is a
completion date of around 2028.
Question: Is Ephraim City ready for
an emergency? Answer: Yes.
Ephraim City has formally planned
for an emergency, which includes
having an Emergency Management
Plan, that will guide all department
heads, city staff, and city elected
officials through foreseeable
emergencies. Our emergency needs
have been professionally assessed
after consultation
Cont. on page 4

Question: Are Arby’s and
Wendy’s still coming to our
community? Answer: Yes.
Impact fees and building permits
have been issued for Arby’s, and
Wendy’s. The timing of when a
business builds is up to the
business.
have it. Michael Patton, our
Recreation Director, worked long
and hard to bring about the financial
resources for the building of this park
and he spearheaded its completion

Question: Will there be other
businesses such as new hotels, new sit
-down eating establishments, a new
grocery store, and other businesses
locating to Ephraim? Answer: Yes.
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A Message from Our Council
Lloyd Stevens

It’s Lloyd here!
I have been thinking
in great depth about
the evolution of
Ephraim and would
like to address
Ephraim City about
upcoming changes.

listening to the new generations referring to the
2020’s as “the good old days.” For me, I believe
that all of the changes that have been made and
all of the change that are to come, are positive
changes!

The Ephraim of my
youth (which would
have been during the
50’s and 60’s) is
much diﬀerent than
what we see today. In
the 50’s and 60’s,
Ephraim was a much
smaller town with a population of approximately
1,600 people. All of the residents were “natives” to
the area, each having a long family history in
Ephraim. Snow College had less than 1,000
students. Main Street was much smaller, ending at
400 South and 300 North. Phone books were so
small that most of the book was comprised of
yellow pages and small business advertisements.
Ephraim had just three LDS wards, with no other
religious options in the area. In those days, the
town had four convenience stores, ﬁve gas
stations, and multiple “mom and pop” shops. The
town Marshall served by himself and the ﬁre
department was formed by volunteers using older
vehicles.
Wow, how things have changed since my younger
days!
Change, however, is a relative term. To some,
change is an exciting thing that introduces a
potential for new opportunity. For others, change
is more diﬃcult to accept. In just the last ﬁfteen
years, Ephraim has changed a great deal and it will
change even more in the years to come. No matter
our viewpoint, Ephraim is changing. It is not, nor
will it ever be the same. Soon enough we will be

I have asked many new Ephraim residents,
“Why did you move here and what do you like
or dislike about the town?” The answers are
varied from person to person. One family that
moved here decided while driving through that
Ephraim “felt like home.” Another gentleman
told me he was searching for a small town that
was close to the Wasatch Front but where he
could “stretch his wings.” Another individual
told me they wanted to move here to be close to
the Sanpete temples. No matter the reason,
Ephraim is growing and acquiring new residents.
The Ephraim of my youth is no longer here. In
another 50 years, our youth along with the new
and upcoming residents will look back and also
say that the Ephraim they once knew is also
gone— they too will also have to adjust.
As a councilperson I see the beginning of many
changes to come. As a resident, I do not always
like all of the new changes. Although I might not
always agree with the changes, as a part of the
council, I have to accept the growth being
brought in by individuals or businesses. As long
as the project is presented to the city council,
passes building codes, and complies with city
ordinances, I have to say “Yes.” I have an
obligation to uphold city and state ordinances.
I would like to encourage our citizens to come to
city council meetings and see the process of
addressing change. Very few citizens participate
in the public comment portion of the council
meeting, and we would appreciate the feedback.
We would like to know your concerns and
feelings on such matters.
Happy November! Lloyd Stevens

SENIOR CENTER
NOVEMBER ACTIVITY
(435) 283-4631
Michael Patton

The Ephraim City Recreation Department is EXCITED
about the new opportunity to be a part of the
Ephraim Senior Citizens Center and to help grow the
fantastic asset here in Ephraim. The Ephraim Senior
Citizen Center is a blessing for the community
because of those that have contributed to its
programs, events, and activities. We would love to
recognize the dedication and hard work that
Carolyn and Jeanie Tidwell have put into the senior
center to make sure that our senior population has
a place to recreate, gather, and be involved. The
labor of love that the Tidwell family and others
have put into this facility cannot be described.
The Ephraim City Recreation Department’s vision is,
“to create and promote recreational experiences
that all ages can participate in . . . through
supporting healthy and active lifestyles,
encouraging new and innovative ideas, advocating
for conservation, and ensuring an equitable
distribution of resources to strengthen the diversity
of programs and facilities.” We hope to fulfill this
vision by carrying out the work that has been done
at the Senior Center. We hope to create more senior
programs, events, and activities that will give our
senior population a place of belonging. We also
hope to use the facility to promote more community
activities and programs.
Our vision for this new opportunity is vast and we’d
love to get as many people in the community
involved as possible! If you have an idea or would
like to be involved with the Senior Center, please do
not hesitate to reach out!
SCHEDULED:
High Fitness: 11/2,3,9,10,16,17,23,30
DUP: 11/14
Stitchin’ Sisters: 11/9

According to the National Fire Protection
Association, families have an
average of three minutes to get
out of their homes once their
smoke alarm sounds due to
fire. However, those lifesaving minutes only occur
when alarms are fully powered
and operational.
•
Place a smoke alarm on
every level of your home
outside sleeping areas. If you
keep bedroom doors shut,
place a smoke alarm in each
bedroom.
•
Teach children what the smoke alarm sounds
like and what to do when they hear it.
•
Prepare and practice an escape plan – know at
least two ways to get out of a room, crawl low
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under smoke and plan where to meet outside.
•
Keep smoke alarms clean by regularly
vacuuming over and around it. Dust and
debris can interfere
with its operation.
•
Test each
smoke detector and
Carbon Monoxide
detector monthly.
•
Never remove
the battery from or
disable a smoke
alarm. If your smoke
alarm is sounding
“nuisance alarms,”
try locating it further
from kitchens or
bathrooms.
•
Replace Detectors after 8-10 years.
Average life span of the detectors
•
Each home should also have a Fire
extinguisher. Teach everyone how to use it as
well.
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Kristin Pohsen / Ghost Pearls
Reza Safavi / Thomas Grocery and Pump
Granary Arts will be closed for Thanksgiving
November 23-26, 2022.
Events
Granary Arts invites you to join us Saturday,
November 5, 2022 / 7pm for Film Feast, a
screening of Stop And Go followed by an inperson Q&A with curator Carly Jakins, and
filmmakers Whitney Call, Mallory Everton, and
Stephen Meek.

Event is free and open to the public. We hope
to see you there!
Workshop Wednesday Schedule / 3:304:30pm
Join us Wednesdays at 3:30pm upstairs in the
Ephraim Co-op for a free kids’ art activity.
11/02: Design a Leaf

The screening will take place at
the Towne Theater, 21 N. Main
St. Ephraim, UT, 84627

11/09: 3D Scarecrow
11/16: Mixed Media Turkey

Age recommendation: 12+
Running Time: 80mins

11/23: No Workshop –
Happy Thanksgiving

Admission: Free
Join Granary Arts for the opening
reception of three new exhibitions
Friday, November 18, 2022 / 6-8pm.
Anne Mooney + John Sparano + Hannah
Vaughn / The Center Cannot Hold /
Curated by Hikmet Sidney Loe

11/30: Circle Weaving
Virtual Workshop Kits can be picked up at
Granary Arts, available on a first come, first
served basis. Our virtual art tutorials are on
our website at GranaryArts.org/EducationWorkshops
Virtual Kits Available: Nature Sun Prints,
Nature Stamped Terra Cotta Pots (pick up
free art kit anytime)

Let’s put this in perspective:
Total of 205,380 + Pounds of Food.
Total Meals Provided 273,840.
You can help the pantry make the Sanpete
County A No Hunger Zone by donating
to the Pantry in one of the following ways:

•

The Sanpete County Food Pantry covers the
whole County. They Provide 3 main services
to our neighbors here in Sanpete County:

•

•

•

Food pick-up every Wednesday and
Thursday afternoon from 1 PM to 3:30
PM at their main facility in Mount
Pleasant. 1080 Blackhawk Blvd., Mount
Pleasant, UT 84647.
Our mobile food truck program delivers
to two different sites.:Gunnison &
Fountain Green
Our Kid Packs Program. This is where
we provide two breakfasts and two
lunches every weekend plus snacks. This
program is run with the
help of the schools and
the libraries in our
county.

We have been able to help
3,142 families through the
month of September 2022.
That is a total of 9,836
individuals.
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In Person donation Cash / Check
every Tuesday through Thursday 10:00
am through 3:00 p.m. at our Main
Facility in Mt. Pleasant (1080
Blackhawk Blvd.)

•

Mail a check to 1080 BlackhawkBlvd.,
Mount Pleasant, UT 84647.

Hold the Door
Part 1 of 3

•

Credit/ Debit Card Donation available
on our webpage:https://
sanpetepantry.org/donate

•

Donate via Venmo @Sanpete-Pantry.

We were intrigued when Sister Doris was announced as
a new teacher at our high school back in Iowa. She
came from inner-city Chicago where she taught at a
school much larger, and much rougher, than ours. What
kinds of stories would she tell us? Stories of how the
kids brought weapons to school? Stories of fighting in
the hallways? Stories of gangs and graffiti? What
lessons would she bring us from the Windy City?
The lesson Sister Doris brought us from Chicago was
more mundane than we had imagined. It was simply
this—hold the door.
At her previous school, she was on hall duty after
classes were finished for the day. One-by-one, students
would exit the door, slamming it on the person behind
them. Sister Doris came up with a plan.
The next day, she challenged her students to make one
small change in their lives. As they passed through a
door, they were to hold it for the person behind.
Her students were up for the challenge and began
Cont. on page 4

On a Positive Note (Continued)

Dinovember is here and the Dinos have taken over the
library! Watch our Facebook and Instagram pages for
their adventures—and maybe some of your own.

Our November programming includes:
Storytime: Nov 2-Fall Leaves
Nov 9- Turkeys
Nov 16 -Native Storytime
Nov 30- Winter
Preschool Explorers: Nov 3- Arctic Animals
Nov 10– Dinosaurs
Nov 17– Turkeys, Potatoes, Pie
Kid’s Club: Nov 1-Day of the Dead Sugar Skulls
Readathon: Nov 5-Read and Roar with the Dinosaurs
Adult Paint Night: Nov 12-Thanksgiving Gnomes
Camp Einstein: Nov 14-Turkey Traps
Teen Scene: Nov 14-Christmas Ornaments
Tween Thing: Nov 15-Harvest Party
Music and Movement: Nov 18-Dinosaur Stomp
Let’s Start with Art: Nov 18-Dinosaur Track Art
Adult Craft Night: Nov 29 -Holiday Craft
Adult Makers Class: Nov 30-Coptic Book Binding

For
information
about or to
sign up for
any of our
events, please
contact the
library at 2834544. Also,
for up-to-date
information
on our
offerings,
follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
We hope you can enjoy November with us at
the library by taking advantage of our holiday
displays and magazines to find some delicious
treats for your holiday table and remember we
will be closed November 24-27 for the
Thanksgiving holiday.

holding the door for the person behind them. A
magical thing happened over the course of a week. Not
only did her original thirty-some students hold the
door, but a ripple effect was created. Sister Doris stood
in the hall and watched as nearly every student held the
door for the person behind them, and with a smile. She
heard kids saying, “Thanks!” and begin chatting with
each other. One small act, and a high school was
changed.
Sister Doris’s “hold the door” philosophy reminds me
of the famous quote by Gandhi, “Be the change that
you wish to see in the world.”
P.S. Thank you to the resident who brought chocolate
chip cookies to the office staff. You are appreciated.

Mayor’s Corner (Continued)
with all department heads and city staff.
Additionally, we have recently installed diesel
electric generators at our Fire department, City
Hall, and two of our wells, so that we can mitigate
loss of power at critical infrastructure sites. We
also have the ability to generate our own electricity,
at a limited capacity, at our hydro plants up
Ephraim Canyon. I would ask you to also review
your personal emergency preparedness.
Question: How many homes, condos or apartments
are coming to Ephraim? Answer: 630 units of
housing in different configurations have been
approved for construction, with another 430 units
that are being proposed. These housing units will
not be built out overnight; it will take years for
these projects to be fully completed. (Sidenote
question: Do we have enough water? Answer: Yes,
see question #1.)
Question: Is the Ephraim Canyon Project still
underway, with a sidewalk to accommodate our
residents walking up and down the canyon road?
Answer: Yes. The Ephraim Canyon project will
begin next spring and is slated for completion a
year from now.
Question: What are the plans for the Ephraim
Pioneer Cemetery? Answer: Much has been
discussed and planned for with the Ephraim
Pioneer Cemetery. The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints has offered to support our sexton
and city crews with the Pioneer Cemetery projects
through service missionaries. Currently, Ben and
Diane Gordon have been called to spearhead the
several beautification projects at the cemetery.
Plans are being made for improvements (all
coordinated through our cemetery sexton, Karl
Lund). Residents who have pioneer ancestors
buried in the cemetery are invited to beautify their
gravesite and to make sure that all is in order with
associated work. You can be a blessing to your
ancestors in many ways.
Question: How are the City’s finances? Answer:
N O V E M B E R 20 2 2

For years Ephraim City has passed a balanced
budget. In these years we have lived within our
means with limited borrowing. Our City’s annual
budget is around $7.2 million dollars per year. We
have 35 full time employees, and we maintain their
insurance and retirement. Additionally, with our
budget we maintain the finest roads we can. We
also maintain our infrastructure system that
empowers our entire city. We have applied for and
obtained $14.71 million dollars in federal and state
grants in the last two years. So, with these grants
we have enhanced the capabilities of our city to
provide improvements in infrastructure and quality
of life to our residents that we normally could not
afford. We were able to do this because we were
prepared to compete for these grants by having
planned programs and designations for future
infrastructure needs. You don’t apply for these
grants without a plan of need and future growth
structure. Rep. Chris Stewart has helped us greatly
to obtain $7 million in federal grant monies with
another $2.5 million pending. I have personally
spent time with Rep. Burgess Owens, touring
throughout our city, to identify other needs and he
has assured me that he would work closely with
our city to obtain those federal funds. We have an
excellent staff, especially, Bryan Kimball, who
knows how to apply for these grants and obtain
them because we have done the pre-planning
necessary. (We get calls from other cities in
Sanpete County wanting to know how we have
done this, and we are in the process of helping
them to understand the process.) We are rolling
forward as a city, with our residents and their
quality of life as our top priority.
Question: What about the clean up and
maintenance of homes and yards throughout the
city, is the city doing anything about problem
locations. Answer: Yes. This past spring and
summer we approached many homeowners or
renters about the state of their property, especially
when their house has junk, debris and unkempt
yards. Many of these residents complied with our

request, some did not. Those who did not comply
were sometimes renters and so we contacted the
property owner. Others we took to court to get
them to legally comply. Those properties that had
a resident backed official complaint received quick
judgment from the court system. Those homes that
needed attention but had no resident willing to file
a complaint, may be passed over by the judicial
system. Moral of the story—if you have a
complaint about a property that is not being
tended, or there has been a buildup of junk, then
contact the city and make an official complaint.
This is ongoing work and progress is being made,
but it is slow progress because that is the nature of
the court system. The city has limited resources in
this area, and we work on the most visible and
most serious first.
Question: Are there plans to build a 55+
community in Ephraim. Answer: Yes, this is
something that is currently being planned for a
phase of the Ephraim Crossing Development.
Well, these are some of the questions that I
answered during our luncheon. In the upcoming
year you will see that with the lessening of the
COVID-19 outbreak that we will resume Town
Hall meetings. Any of our residents can come and
get questions answered that are outside of the
questions that I have just answered. I hope this
gives you some insights as to some of the things
that are happening in Ephraim City.
Have a great Thanksgiving with your friends and
family. Remember those among us that may not
have a place to go for Thanksgiving and
generously offer your table to help those who may
not be as fortunate as you.
Sincerely
John Scott
Ephraim City Mayor

